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Please follow these guidelines when writing a paper in proper MLA formatting: 1) Type
your paper on a computer and print it out on standard, white 8.5 x 11-inch paper. 2) Double-
space the text of your paper, and Times New Roman font. The font size should be 12 pt. Leave
only one space after periods or other punctuation marks (unless otherwise instructed by your
instructor). Set the margins of your document to 1 inch on all sides. Indent the first line of the
paragraphs one half-inch from the left margin. MLA recommends that you use the Tab key as
opposed to pushing the Space Bar five times. Create a header that numbers all pages
consecutively in the upper right-hand corner, one-half inch from the top and flush with the right
margin. If you are writing more than one paragraph, remember that most computers are designed
to automatically add an extra space between paragraphs. If your computer does this, please go to
the paragraph tab, and then find the spacing tab. Next change “auto” to “0 pt” on the before and

after tab, this will dismiss the extra space between paragraphs.
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MLA Style Citations

Listed below are examples of some common types of citations. If you don’t find one to match the material you are
citing, please refer to the MLA Handbook for Writers of Research Papers, 7" ed.

New MLA rules: Use n. p. when there is no place or no publisher; n. pag when there is no paginations; n. d. when
no date. Use italics where underlining was previously indicated.

Printed Sources

Printed Books, One
Author

Author Last name, Author First name. Title. Edition statement of not the first edition. City of
Publication: Publisher, Publication year. Medium.

Kettlewell, Caroline. Electric Dreams: One Unlikely Team of Kids and the Race to Build the
Car of the Future. New York: Carol & Graf, 2004. Print.

Printed Books, Two
Or Three Authors
[Four Or More
Authors, Use Et Al.
After The First
Author’s Name.

Author Last name, Author First name, Author First name Author Last name, and Author First
name Author Last name. Title. Edition statement of not the first edition. City of
Publication: Publisher, Publication year. Medium

Bryatt, Andrew, Alastair Forthergill, and Martha Holmes. The Blue Planet: a Natural History
of the Oceans. New York: DK, 2001. Print.

Work Or Chapter
Within An
Anthology.

Author of Essay last name, Author of Essay first name. “Title of Essay.” Title of Collection. Ed.
Editors name(s). Place of publication: Publisher, Publication year. Page range of entry.
Medium.

Valsiner, Jaan. “The Fathers Role in the Social Network of a Soviet Child.” The Role of the
Father in Child Development. Ed. Michael E. Lamb. New York: Wiley, 2005. 187-201.
Print.

Printed Magazine
Articles
*Do Not Include

Author Last name, Author First name (if any). “Article Title.” Title of Publication date of
issue: page-page. Medium.

Vol. And Issue Griffin, Katherine. “Rebel Against a Sedentary Life.” Health Apr. 1999: 82-88. Print.
Numbers

Printed Journal Author Last name, Author First name (if any). “Article Title.” Title of Publication Vol.issue
Acrticles With (Publication year): page-page. Medium.

Volume And Issue
Number

Napoli, Philip. “Deconstructing the Diversity Principle.” Journal of Communication 49.4
(1999): 7-34. Print.

Encyclopedias And
Dictionary Entry

Author Last name, Author First name (if any). “Title of Entry”. Title Referenced Work. Edition
number if any. Date of edition. Medium.

Posner, Rebecca. “Romance languages.” The Encyclopedia Britannica: Macropaedia. 15" ed.
1987. Print.

“Sonata.” The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. 4" ed. Print.
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Web Pages With An
Author

Author Last name, Author First Name. Title of website. Sponsor of site, Year. Medium. Date
of Access.

Peterson, Susan, Lynn. The Life of Martin Luther. Susan Lynn Peterson, 2005. Web. 24 Jan.

2009.
Web Page With Organization Full Name. Title of Web Site. Sponsor abbreviated, Year. Medium. Date of
Organization As Access.

Author.

American Library Association. American Library Association. ALA, 2008. Web. 14 Jan.
2009

Web Page Without
An Author

Title of Web Site. Sponsor of Web Page, Update. Medium. Date of Access.

Margret Sanger Papers Project. History Dept., New York U, 18 Oct. 2000. Web. 6 Jan.
2009.

Web Page With No
Title

Author Last name, Author First Name. Page Description. Sponsor of Web Page, Update.
Medium. Date of Access

Yoon, Moon. Home Page. Oak Ridge Natl. Labortory, 28 Dec. 2006. Web. 12 Jan. 2009.

Government
Websites

Government. Department. Agency. “Document Title.” Website Title. Publisher or Sponsor,
Publication date. Medium. Date of access.

United States. Dept. of the Interior. Office of Inspector General. “Excessive Indulgences:
Personal Use of the Internet at the Department of Interior.” Office of Inspector
General. Dept. of the Interior, Sept. 1999. Web. 20 May 2010.

Electronic Journal
And Magazine
Articles From A
Subscription
Database

Author Last name, Author First name (if any). “Article Title.” Title of Publication
Volume.lssue (publication year): page range. Database hame. Medium. Date
accessed.

Farr, Thomas. “Diplomacy in an Age of Faith.” Foreign Affairs 87.2 (2008): 110-124.
Academic Search Premier. Web. 4 Aug. 2008

Article In An Online
Magazine

Author Last name, Author First name (if any).”Article Title.” Title of Magazine. Sponsor or
Publisher, Publication date. Medium. Date of Access.

Burton, Robert. “The Certainty Epidemic.” Salon.com. Salon Media Group, 29 Feb. 2008.
Web. 24 Mar. 2010.
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